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La Jolla Town Council Meeting   March 8, 2018   La Jolla Recreation Center, 615 Prospect St. 
 
Call to Order by Ann Kerr Bache, President   at 5:35 p.m.  
Pledge of Allegiance led by Gail Forbes      
Roll Call:  Bache, Dershowitz, Forbes, Jones, C. , Jones,R., McGowan, Pitrofsky, Shannon,Zynda    
Excused: De Riquer, De Guzman, Haskins, King,  
Absent: Murphy 
Approval of Minutes-MOTION: C.Jones/ Pitrofsky.To approve Minutes of February  2018  with two 
corrections .1)Spelling correction of  Dershowitz and 2) Presentation of a Plaque from San Diego Police 
Officers to Catharine Douglas and Carolyn Chasen for their continuing efforts with crime prevention and 
Neighborhood Watch.   
 
Special Events: Traffic & Transportation.The  Concours d’elegance street closures and No parking 
Zones at Prospect,  Coast Blvd  and Cave streets on the weekend of April 6,7, 8 
MOTION: Pitrofsky/Forbes. To approve the Special events - no parking zones and street closures.  
Unanimous 
                   
Review & Ratification of CPA Agenda- March 1,2018 items Numbered 10.1. thru 17 as described below 
Excluding 10.1 and 12 and 13 . Items 15,16,17 communications. CPA vote underlined . 
MOTION : Pitrofsky/Dershowitz. To approve.  Passed unanimously. 
10.1 Black Halibut Project #516011 8470 El Paseo Grande;  Not Heard 
 
10.2 Spindrift Residence Project #: 584820 at 1834 Spindrift Dr: (Process 3) Site Development Permit (SDP)and Coastal 
Development Permit (CDP) for the demolition of an dwelling unit and construction of a new 6,374 SF, two-story dwelling unit over 
basement, 453 SF guest quarters above open cabana, and new pool on  0.57 acre within the Coastal Overlay Zone (appealable), 
Motion: Findings CAN be made for SDP and CDP - Passed on consent 
 
11.0 Liaghat Hillside Vacation & Residence Project No.: 503701.7520 Hillside Drive. Process 3 Coastal Development Permit/Site 
Development Permit (for a site containing Environmentally Sensitive Lands) Sewer Easement Vacation and Dedication to relocate 
existing 8' wide sewer easement to interior property line (and change width from 8' to 15' wide) to allow construction of new, two-
story, single family dwelling unit, totaling 7,884-square-feet on a 0.51- acre property on the south side of Hillside Drive in the RS-1-1/ 
RS-1-5 Zones, Coastal (non-appealable) Overlay Zone, Coastal Height Limitation Overlay Zone and within the La Jolla Community 
Plan Area. Findings CAN be made for CDP … with the exhibits A-a, A-b, A-c as presented by the applicant which address and 
mitigate the cumulative impacts of multiple construction projects on Hillside Drive. Passed 13-0-1 
 
12. Diagonal Parking on Coast  Blvd at La Jolla Cove Hotel - No show ;not heard.  
 
13.0 La Jolla Concours d’Elegance - Request for Temporary Street Closure and No Parking areas related to the 14th annual 
event at Scripps Park on April 6, 7 and 8, 2018 – Presenter: Michael Dorvillier.Passed  11-2-1 LJTC taken action  
  
14.0 Waiver of the annual beach area construction moratorium for the Children's Pool Walkway Beautification .Passed 13-0-1 
 
15.  Mitigated Negative Declaration of the  Liaghat Project and Environmental Review  Process.Consideration of a letter( 
Kane)which challenges the draft Mitigated Negative Declaration(MND)  as inadequate for the subject project. It does not address the 
significant cumulative impacts of multiple construction activities on Hillside Drive.  
 
16.0 Consideration of a letter to City requesting information on how Development Services Dept  addresses Serial Permitting to 
Avoid Coastal Development Permit Review.  Passed 12-2-1 
 
17.0 Consideration of request from Geoff Page to ask City Attorney to opine on “how the DSD believes height can be measured 
according to Proposition D.” Passed 12-2-1 
 
President’s Report 
Nomination for special election to fill a vacancy on the La Jolla Town Council. 
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The President introduced Cody Petterson. Mr. Petterson is a La Jolla resident, working in the La 
Jolla Shores area with a family. He volunteered to help on today’s meeting. He offers his many 
talents and knowledge of the community to the service of La Jolla. The President hoped the 
Trustees will have an opportunity to meet him today if they did not get a chance during the 
gathering and reception. 
For citizens concerned about the  increase in Rental Bicycles in La Jolla and Beach areas a 
meeting on Wednesday at La Jolla Library will have a guest speaker from Lime Bikes at the LJ 
Village Merchant’s regular meeting. 
 
SPECIAL SESSION 5:40 pm Working Group Meeting Short Term Vacation Rentals  (STVR) 
Ann Kerr Bache, Chair  
Gary Wanacott, Mission Beach Town  
Lynn Haim, Clairemont 
Michael McQuary, SDUSD(absent) 

Brian White, Pacific Beach Town Council 
Marcus Turner, Ocean Beach Town Council 
Chris Brewster, Public Safety Liaison  
Tom Coat, Neighborhood Liaison 

Reps. from Council District 1,Mauricio Medina and   Council District 2 , Ryan Purdy 
  
Ann Kerr Bache, Working Group Chair of the SD Coalition of Town Councils, began the Special Session 
with a slideshow presentation. It covered the Group’s Mission and Philosophy regarding San Diego’s 
proposed regulation of short term vacation rentals.  The slide presentation is included verbatim on the 
La Jolla Town Council’s website and  is thereby attached to the Minutes of this March 8, 2018 Meeting. 
 Gary Wanacott, Mission Beach Town Council, stated that his community has the most short term 
rentals in San Diego, around 45% of all housing in his area.  What the Group was proposing, he said, was 
nothing more than other communities were already doing, and in accord with past Coastal Commission 
approval.  In fact,  other beach cities, including Coronado, Newport Beach, and others had actually 
banned short term vacation rentals in residential areas.  He discussed the permit process .It is very 
important since if things like a number of parking spaces were required for a permit, and it was illegal 
not to have them, that alone might reduce the total number of short term vacation rentals from 45% of 
available housing to 35%.  He also said that strict enforcement of other permit requirements, including 
noise and trash violations, could lower the amount of short term vacation rentals to 25%.  He also said 
that everyone would have access to the website to ensure that owners comply with any complaints 
lodged against them. 
 Tom Coat, Neighborhood Liaison, said that short term rentals caused local school populations to decline 
and depleted housing for teachers, to the detriment of San Diego neighborhoods. He used the example 
of “Carla,” who rents, but whose apartment house will be converted to a short term vacation rental.  He 
said that short term vacation rentals had increased tremendously in the last three years and said that 
middle class homes have dropped from 20% to 5% of total housing. 
 Dr. Jen Campbell, candidate for District 2 City Council, affirmed the problem with increasing short term 
vacation rentals, especially in District 2 with all its beaches, and pledged to try to remedy the problem. 
 Chris Brewster, Public Safety Liaison, said there was a housing crisis in San Diego and that the issue to 
be decided was what number of homes should be allowed to be short term vacation rentals and how 
that could be determined. He said an Enterprise Fund should be established whereby fees should be 
charged for short term vacation rental permits to be used exclusively for enforcement of regulations and 
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that government workers should be accountable.  The problem in San Diego, he said, was that only 2 
beach districts  were severely impacted and 3 more council members, out of a total of 9, were necessary 
to pass effective regulations.  Compromise was necessary. 
 Ryan Purdy, Director of Policy for District 2 Councilmember Zapf, said that the Bry and Zapf’s proposal 
at the last Council meeting – maximum 90 day, primary residence whole home rental or homesharing, 
and not full year, was rejected.   They must now develop a new proposal that will satisfy five members. 
He said that it was interesting to note that in San Diego a discretionary permit is allowed if a CPA or 
lawyer wants to employ one other person in a home setting, which causes a very low impact on the 
neighborhood, but more than one employee is not allowed because it would cause too great an impact 
on the neighborhood.  Compare that rationale, he said, with allowing a much worse impact on the 
neighborhood by permitting a whole house short term vacation rental.   
 Dale Carlson, San Francisco anti-short term vacation rental lobbyist/expert, has been working for 4 
years on the issue.  He said that San Francisco has a terrible housing crisis, maybe the worst in the 
nation, with the highest home costs and rentals. In San Francisco, there is one short term vacation 
ordinance and it has gutted the Air B and B business. Major financial and political backing of the new 
ordinance in San Francisco comes from two major unions. Only a primary residence can be shared, must 
pay a hotel tax, there is a limited number of short term vacation rental  units that can be converted, and 
home sharers must get government permits.  In the past, the biggest problem was there was no 
incentive to register with the government. There were 8500 altogether, but only 1500 registered. This 
problem was fixed under the ordinance because if the owner did not register, the rental was not legal 
and Air B and B was prohibited from collecting a rental fee from that owner.  Air B and B sued San 
Francisco and lost.  The number of rental units dropped dramatically from 8500 to 4500. Now there are 
only 1700 homesharers.  He said that Platform Accountability is crucial to rid yourself of Air B and B. 
  
Public Speakers: 
Jennifer Tandy spoke about the loss of student population due to increasing short term vacation rentals.  
She said the numbers are dropping in La Jolla Elementary and Bird Rock because families are moving 
away. 
Marcie Beckett said that the housing shortage was impacted by short term vacation rental conversions.  
Jim Krakee ,P B planning group,said that short term vacation rental beach areas will consist only of such 
rentals.Beach areas are being over run with STVR Need to push City Council, push the Mayor , cityt staff 
to make requirements of STVR . Look to the future of the City. 
Joe LaCava said that home sharing is not the issue – everyone agrees that is not the problem.  Try a new 
strategy. “Step Back”.Current code bans STVR. Tourist occupancy and  Taxes collected from Transient 
occupancy taxes collected add force to STVR. Do something different.Mom and Pop home sharers are 
being crowded out of the market.   He said let the “moms and pops” have their ordinance permitting 
home sharing and let them have it for 360 days of the year.  Pass that ordinance first.  Then let the 
corporations come forward and try to argue on behalf of themselves instead of on behalf of “the moms 
and pops.”  The corporations will lose without “moms and pops,” and not get permitted he predicted. 
Public Discussion: 
Serena  Guenn described her particular situation with renters who do not maintain the yard and create a 
fire hazard as long term renters.  
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Lyn Gross of La Jolla  pointed out that policing rentals  will create an enforcement bureaucracy. 
Coronado, Newport banned STVR. No short term rentals ,no enforcement bureaucracy. In San Francisco  
the acute housing shortage meant that permitting Short term vacation rentals  was not acceptable 
(policy or law). 
Ellen Turkel ,Pacific Beach,questioned whether permit  fees and cost recovery or penalties imposed on 
law breakers could cover costs of: start-up, permit process, personnel, enforcement,time  overlay 24 
hours 7 days a week. The permit fees and penalties should be substantially higher. Police response 
currently is undependable; neighbors would have to be the monitors of a quality of life crime. “Quality 
of life” crimes are not effectively addressed by the police and they won’t come to investigate and 
enforce regulations in the face of police shortages and more serious crimes being committed.   
Response by Tom Coat :.Cost recovery and fees  to be set by City Council to cover costs.  
Response Gary W. : A phone number on the front of the rental property to contact owner/ operator 
with a 30 minute response. Gary said that residents should complain to owners about problems and 
document their complaint online. If nothing is done by owners, they should be fined.  Shut down 
violators. Verification process.  
Jane Knobbs, Pacific Beach, Permit Fees  and enforcement are all good  but  what will the number of 
permits issued be? How do we get to that number? How Many ? 
Response Chris Brewster : City Council  has considered 90 days as top number of rental days a year, at a 
primary residence. A second residence with same restrictions could be  permitted alsowhich means one 
owner is renting out for STVR for  180 days - Bry’s proposal was  primary residence only and 90 days. 
There is a reality to reckon with; any regulation desired must be passed by City Council . A proposal 
needs fives votes  from the City Council  to pass and become a  regulation, including at least 3 from non- 
beach communities.  There have been months and years of discussion. Let’s be realistic. The coalition 
wants to provide a framework for discussion and ideas 
Response Gary Wanacott cited San Luis Obispo County  where the  level of tolerance  for STVR is 
community-based regulations. The county retreated to  the community . Here too, there could be 
different requirements for different areas of San Diego based on what each community can live with. 
The Coalition offers the City of San Diego a focused group. 
Jim Caro the efforts are good but he is pessimistic.  
Maria____?  The democratic process is being destroyed. The  enforcement burden has shifted  
obligation from violators of the law (STVR ) to the citizens ;not a democratic process. 
Confusion about the proposal(s) and the details of the proposal(s). 
Bry Proposal; Ward proposal still to come Mayor Falconer proposal. The likelihood is of the imposition of 
an administerial permit  ( not a discretionary permit =no hearing) 
Carl Rand , Pacific Beach. Permit system  needs to be put in place but what about the renegade, the 
unlicensed or unpermitted who operates outside the law. No trace. San Francisco created a contract  
with the Rental Platform ( Air B& B )   includes the permit number and a public posting. Air B& B loses 
the incentive through the enforcement process.STVR ...who are the owners .  
Response Gary w. 80% of the owners of STVR own  multiple properties offered for short term rent.  In P 
B only 5% live in and own a STVR 
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Karl Mendenhall P.B.  90 days of permitted rental clarification . District 2 supports 90 days. City is 
collecting Transient Occupancy Tax on properties.On his Mission Bay Court  27 of the 35 properties are 
STVR . How does a citizen notify the City Treasurer that the TOT is probably not being collected.  
WRAP-Up: Through the work and with the collaboration ,the coalition has a framework  that can be 
submitted to scrutiny. A unified approach is important. The City Council needs to find a way to agree . 
Trustee Comment 
John Shannon , trustee spoke passionately about the need for additional housing units for Employers in 
San Diego to continue to attract business and jobs to the community. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:10 p.m.  
Respectfully submitted,  
Gail Forbes  
Secretary  
Michael Dershowitz , Special Session recorder 
 
 
 
 
 


