
 

 

                                                             

 
 
Draft Minutes - La Jolla Town Council Thursday, July 13 5:00pm 
La Jolla Recreation Center, 615 Prospect Street La Jolla CA 92037 
 
Call to Order: Ann Kerr Bache, President 
Called the meeting to order at 5:33 PM 
 
Roll Call: Quorum confirmed. Gail Forbes Secretary.  
Absent 
Two excused  : Von Beulow and King: Taylor Bloom unexcused absence 
 
Present: Ann Kerr Bache, Yolanda De Riquer ,Julio De Guzman, Michael Dershowitz, Cathy Jones, Ron 
Jones, Maureen Murphy, Cindy McGowan, Joseph Pitrofsky, Lawrence Zynda, Steve Haskins, Gail Forbes 
 
Pledge of Allegiance. Julio de Guzman 
 
June Minutes Motion to approve: Approved without corrections. 
Treasurer’s Report: No Report 
 
Vote Traffic and Transportation 
Motion to approve Taste of the Cove August 31: Murphy/Pitrofsky. Unanimously approved 
Motion to approve Fall Harvest Festival Nov. 5 on Draper: Pitrofsky, DeGuzman. Unanimously approved 
 
La Jolla Community Planning Association’s Consent Agenda Unavailable- action deferred to next 
meeting.  
 
President’s Report the President announced there will be no Town Council meeting in August. 
The President then opened the Election of Officers and directed Steve Haskins to conduct the election with the 
Secretary. With the shift to Officers elections the cycle of conducting Town Council elections moves from April 
to June. The By-laws will reflect the change. The By-law revisions will be submitted for a vote from the 
committee as soon as possible. 
 
Election of Officers  
Steve presented a slate of nominees for election from the Executive Committee. Steve asked for Nominations 
from the floor. There were none. The vote of the trustees was by written ballot. The slate was elected. 
President Ann Kerr Bache 
!st Vice President Joe Pitrofsky 
2nd Vice President Yolanda De Riquer 
Treasurer Cindy McGowan 
Secretary Gail Forbes 
 
6:00 p.m. “Crisis in the Cove” Hearing Part IV, Community Task Force; California Sea Lions occupation 
of La Jolla Beaches.   
     The President introduced the some members of the LJTC Joint Community Task Force on California Sea 
Lions and seated them at the front of the meeting. She welcomed Herman Parker, Director of Park and 
Recreation, City of San Diego. Task Force members present were: Dan Simonelli, President of LJ Cove Swim 
Club, Phyllis Minick SCUBA and LJ Parks and Beaches; Debbie Beacham, LJ Parks & Beaches, Doug 
Burleigh, La Jolla Swim Club; Bill Busch, fisherman, Steve Haskins, Mary C Munk, La Jolla Shores Assoc., 
Sheila Fortune, La Jolla Village Merchants. Absent were Joel Tracy, President SD Dive Council, Angie 
Priesendorf, La Jolla Shores Business Assoc. Nick Le Bouef, LJ Shores Association, James Estaban, LJVMA. 
 
Public Health and Safety are the focus of the Task Force. To date Four Hearings have been held, a Plan and 
Call for Action was developed and signed by every LJ Community Organization, endorsed by Business and 
Investor Community. The Call was delivered to the Mayor in November 2016 – with absolutely no response or 



 

 

acknowledgement of the Community, its concerns or its offer of resources, technology and volunteer experts to 
work with the City to to implement its existing legal and humane remedies proscribed by the Marine Mammal 
Protection Act in the case of Hazards caused by CSLs to Public Health and Safety. Numerous examples have 
been noted of severe injuries, infections, cancellation of traditional events at the LJ Beaches (Rough Water, 
Challenged Athletes) and major impact on businesses along the Coast from the unsanitary conditions of the 
sand and water in addition to the noise and dangers posed to the public from the waste and presence of CSLs. 
 
Since the Task Force began its efforts, it has been told the City is studying the issue to gather quantitive data 
before making a decision – the first such study was completed last June and then 2 more studies were 
commissioned, delaying decisions even further and allowing the burgeoning growth of the population and 
resulting environmental impacts. The 3rd study was recently completed and the preferred alternative 
recommended by the expert consultant is in agreement with our Plan and Call for Action. 
 
     The Hannon Report was released by the City of San Diego. The  City has ignored the “Preferred Alternative” 
presented by Hannon’s Final Report (90 pages). The “Preferred Alternative” and Town Council’s Call to Action 
are: to move and exclude the sea lions using humane methods that are available and permitted by the Marine 
Mammals Protection Act. The LJTC Community Task Force  has offered to assist. One suggestion is a mesh 
embedded with strips generating micro-current level voltages that are not felt by humans and mildly annoying 
to CSLs. The Mayor has in his authority to designate the LJTC Joint Task Force entity to represent the 
community as provided in Marine Mammal Protectiion Act Section 109 (h). Still no response from the Mayor. 
Councilmember Bry has been provided the Call and Plan as well as the recent Task Force analysis and 
statement, although she has not responded to date on the Task Force efforts or ideas. Only cites an informal 
panel held by C3 last summer and endorses signs and docents.  
 
     The City’s Coastal Management Plan as currently being administered is a combination of Informational 
Brochures, posted signs, docents and gates as stated by Herman Parker, Head of SD Parks and Recreation 
Department. Educational outreach to the community is currently the only plan for treating the health and safety 
issue. A gate at the staircase to prevent sea lion incursion on city streets has been delayed pending approval 
by the Coastal Commission. Separately, bird guano deposits are being sprayed with a bio-detergent to mitigate 
odor. The protracted  discussion  was marked by frustration. Other topics mentioned were: the effect on 
tourism, the liability that the city could incur, and criminal action against City Officials who knowingly ignore a 
safety and health issue that results in death or significant harm to a community (Flint, Michigan water crisis). 
   Lifeguards need protection from health and safety hazards. Swimmers  have cancelled the Rough Water 
Swim. Wildlife management  must be technical and scientific. Fisheries and the local reserve ecosystem have 
been depleted by the predation of sea lions (and seals). This is not just a local problem. The human /wildlife 
interface  and wildlife management in urban areas is a global concern. The sea lion population is increasing. 
There is an urgency, as sea lions can be aggressive and once established are difficult to move Testimony 
indicates the sea lions are expanding their territory to Marine Street and heading South to P B.  
   The strong mayor system of government, enabled under Chapter 55 of the City Charter, and the decision of 
Park & Recreation Department have chosen not to address the health issues: sand permeated with fecal 
matter, the wild animals that pose a threat to  the public, sea water polluted by bacteria. The City charter also 
indicates that park land is not to be dedicated  to anything other than park purposes. A sea lion preserve is not 
a park purpose.  
Herman Parker acknowledged the well organized actions of the Task Force. He will direct  their comments to 
the Mayor. The City has no timeline for additional actions right now. The City will observe and monito the 
situation. 
  
       The Task Force countered that there are different, proactive solutions including that of the Hanon Report to  
buffer the sea lions off the beach humanely. Shared use is being offered, but La Jolliness have observed that 
“shared use” ultimately leads to human exclusion from the beach. The community has been patient. It has the 
intellectual expertise to handle deterrence.  
Reports from Public Officials: 
Ron Roberts, County Supervisor. District 4. Representative Adrian Grande reported. 
County approved $5.6 Billion budget. Mr. Roberts heads Safety, Health and Human Resources, Chair of 
SANDAG and MTS. The County is working on County Plan for Regional Homelessness with a 3-prong plan:1) 
$25 million gap finance for affordable housing. 2) $500,000 for Innovative housing solutions – seed money. 3) 
Excess County Property to be offered for use as service centers, outreach services housing. Gordon Walker 
appointed to County position. He is a Housing first advocate. 
In response to a question the trolley installation at UCSD does have ample landscape plans for beautification. 
 
San Diego City Council District 1 Barbara Bry represented by Mauricio Medina (mauriciom@sandiego.gov). 
The Bry  Bulletin is available and was distributed. The Councilperson is aware that access to the beach for all 
citizens is an important issue. She is committed to  the idea and her newsletter highlights access for Free 
Beach Wheelchair Program  from Park & Recreation for those with mobility impairments (619 525-8247) 



 

 

Her office is tracking pollution levels at the Cove and for the last 30 days the cove has received an A+ rating. 
In response to a question regarding the level of pollution at Children’s Pool; there will be more info. 
 
Tribute to former President Anne Cleveland. 
The President asked Gail Forbes to recount some of Anne Cleveland’s accomplishments and conduct a 
moment of silence in her memory. Also speaking Phyllis Minick, and Pat Robbins. Pat mentioned that  
movement to have a commemorative artistic  mosaic panel at La Jolla Cove has begun. The artist Jane 
Wheeler has a mermaid concept. The community is welcome to participate in the process. Paddleout July 30 
11 A.M. at WindanSea, on Nautilus Street. 
 
The President recognized the representative from Todd Gloria’s office.  
Todd Gloria ,78th Assembly District. Representative Xavier Gomez. (619-645-3090) July 22 9 A.M. San Diego 
River Project: Hands on effort to improve the  river –remove non-native invasive plants and replant with 
Natives. Meet at  Ocean Beach west of Voltaire Street. Rep. Gloria is supporting  AB107 Public Right to know 
Act  
8607  During a State of emergency, Human Resources will be empowered to  provide services to those who 
may have been forced to relocate out of state due to the emergency and lost access to those services from 
State of California 
 
Congressman 52nd District Scott Peters  www.scottpeters.house.gov  .Field Rep is Keira Galloway 
Kiera.Galloway@mail.house.gov 
June 9th, 2017, Congressman Peters introduced the Super Pollutant Emission Reduction Act, which establishes 
a federal task force to coordinate efforts to reduce super pollutant emissions and slow climate change. June 
15th, 2017, Congressman Peters co-sponsored the Climate Change National Security Strategy Act. The bill 
directs federal departments and agencies to take climate-change impacts into consideration when making 
decisions within their respective areas. On June 16th, 2017, Congressman Peters announced a bipartisan piece 
of legislation to help reduce the stigma of mental health injuries and encourage more service members and 
veterans to pursue mental health treatment.  The bill designates June as National Post-Traumatic Stress Injury 
(PTSI) Awareness month and June 27th as National PTSI Awareness day. June 21st, 2017, Congressman 
Peters signed a letter urging President Trump to avoid cutting funding for the National Drug Control Policy and 
Medicaid, and expressing concern over proposed cuts to programs critical to combatting the opioid crisis. June 
22nd, 2017, Congressman Peters signed onto The Open Our Democracy Act, which implements a “top two” 
primary system in all states, declares General Election Day a national holiday, and requires that each state 
establish an independent redistricting commission. June 29th, 2017, Congressman Peters voted to advance a 
bill that would create interim and permanent storage solutions for nuclear waste, taking an important step 
towards safely removing waste from San Onofre and providing certainty for San Diego and other communities. 
July 5th, 2017, Congressman Peters met with the CEO of the Center for Community Solutions, which operates 
several emergency shelters for the victims of sexual and domestic violence, as well as the only rape crisis 
center in San Diego, to discuss funding needs and the importance of access to healthcare and other federal 
benefits for the folks they serve. July 7th, 2017, our environmental policy team visited the Scripps Institution of 
Oceanography, UC San Diego to discuss the High Performance Wireless Research and Education Network, 
California Climate Scenarios Assessment, Sea Level Rise Forecasting, Global and Regional Climate Variability 
& Weather Extremes, and Algae Opportunities in Portable Water Reuse. 

California 39th District State Senator Toni Atkins   http://sd39.senate.ca.gov/contact No report 
Crime Watch – Report from Katherine Douglas. No Report 
 
 
Meeting Adjourned: 7:00 PM 

Respectfully Submitted by Secretary: Gail Forbes 
 
La Jolla Calendar 
Saturday July 22 Kiwanis Pancake Breakfast La Jolla Rec Center 
Friday Sept.8th Athenaeum Gala. Temporary Street Closure and No Parking Passed 10-0-0 
Monday August 31 Taste of the Cove  
Special Event Sunday Aug. 27 End of Summer Fire Run  
Fall Festival Draper St. Nov 5 
 


